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Throughout my life, there have been many people who have inspired my journey 

of faith – my Dad, church leaders and significant friends.  However, the people 

who I have been most inspired by are people I have either never met or are 

dead!  In fact, some of my closest mentors are those whom I have encountered 

in books. 

As a leader I am inspired by the leadership of Bill Hybels, Patrick Lencioni and 

John Maxwell.  These men of God who have inspired me by their leadership 

journey and knowledge, investing deeply into my leadership development. 

 

“If you’re a serious minded leader, you will read.  You will read all you can.  You 

will read when you feel like it, and you will read when you don’t.  You will do 

whatever you have to do to increase your leadership input, because you know as 

well as I do that it will make you better.”  (Bill Hybels, ‘Axiom’) 

 

In my faith journey, I am inspired by the lives of John Wesley and Wayne 

Cordeiro.  These two men come from different eras of history and church 

traditions, yet display a depth of spirituality that has shaped the person I am 

today.  

“In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street, where 

one was reading Luther’s preface to the Epistle to the Romans. About a quarter 

before nine, while he was describing the change which God works in the heart 

through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in 

Christ, Christ alone, for salvation; and an assurance was given me that He had 

taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.”  

(John Wesley,’ Journals’) 

 



My passion and strategic approach for mission, reflects the works of Henry Venn 

from the Church Missionary Society and the founder of The Salvation Army, 

William Booth.  One cannot help but to be inspired by their mission strategy to 

change the world, despite the objections of the established church. 

“Is the Salvation War coming to a close?  This war is just beginning.  My part is 

coming to an end.  But while I still have breath, I commit myself to strive for the 

Lord and those who need Him.  While women weeps as they do now, I’ll fight; 

while little children go hungry as they do now, I’ll fight; while men go to prison, 

in and out, in and out, I’ll fight; while there yet remains one dark soul without 

the light of God, I’ll fight.  I’ll fight to the very end!  Fellow Salvationists, the war 

is not over.  Win it for Jesus Christ!”  (William Booth) 

 

I have a strong social conscience that is inspired by the uncompromising 

commitment of people like William Wilberforce, Oscar Romero and Gary 

Haugen who committed their lives to social justice. 

“When we struggle for human rights, for freedom, for dignity, when we feel that 
it is a ministry of the church to concern itself for those who are hungry, for those 
who have no schools, for those who are deprived, we are not departing from 
God’s promise. He comes to free us from sin, and the church knows that sin’s 
consequences are all such injustices and abuses. The church knows it is saving 
the world when it undertakes to speak also of such things.”   (Oscar A. Romero, 

‘The Violence of Love’)  
 
 

The prayer lives of St. Francis of Assisi, Phillip Yancey and Dr. Stuart Robinson 
were a part of the inspiration that led to the establishment of a 24/7 Prayer 
Room in our community.  This journey of prayer then became the inspiration 
behind “Divine Conversations”. 
 

“The degree to which we are convinced that all real growth is ultimately a 
supernatural process and are prepared to act upon that belief, will be 
directly reflected in the priority that we give to corporate and personal 
prayer in the life of the church.”  (Dr. Stuart Robinson, ‘The Prayer Of 
Obedience’) 

 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/132793.Oscar_A_Romero
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/219744


Past and present authors, people I’ve never had the privilege of meeting, except 

in the pages of books or through teaching from DVD’s, have inspired me, 

mentored me and coached me in the fulfilment of God’s calling in my life.  I have 

been privileged in my ministry and study to have had access to exceptional 

libraries at various bible colleges that have provided these remarkable resources.  

However, most of our congregations have barely heard of these authors, let 

alone have access to their writings.  This is where church libraries have a unique 

opportunity to inspire a passion to read and discover “great and unsearchable 

things we do no know”. (Jeremiah 33:3) 

 
Editor’s Note: 
For more about Robert’s ministry at the Noarlunga Salvation Army corps go to 
http://www.salvationarmy.org.au/noarlunga/ . 
 
For more about the 24/7 Prayer Room ministry visit 
www.24-7prayeronkaparinga.com/ . 
 
For information about Robert’s book “Divine Conversations” and the story 
behind it check out www.24-7prayeronkaparinga.com/Stories.php  
and www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=161550583878308 . 
 

http://www.salvationarmy.org.au/noarlunga/
http://www.24-7prayeronkaparinga.com/
http://www.24-7prayeronkaparinga.com/Stories.php
http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=161550583878308

